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Division 65:  Sport and Recreation, $32 330 000 - 
Mrs Hodson-Thomas, Chairman. 

Hon Alan Carpenter, Minister for Education; Sport and Recreation; Indigenous Affairs. 

Mr R. Alexander, Director General, Department of Sport and Recreation. 

Mr P. Duffy, Director Business Management, Department of Sport and Recreation. 

Mr D. Smith, Accounts Branch, West Australian Sports Centre Trust.   

The CHAIRMAN:  The question now, members, is that in respect to division 65 appropriation be recommended. 

Mr EDWARDS:  Page 1124, Minister, dot point 1 and dot point 3.  In respect to these items I just want a linkage 
here that the minister may be able to help me with.  In respect to these two items, what role does the minister see 
local government playing, if any, and if so, what financial implications would it have on local government, given 
that local government has a role to play within those of those particular issues?  This is also raised in output 1, I 
think, on page 126. 

Mr CARPENTER:  I am just reading dot points 1 and 3.  While I am reading them and off the top of my head, 
certainly in relation to the facilities provision which obviously facilitates sport and recreation there is the 
Community Sport and Recreation Facilities Fund which is the program or system that was developed in the 
1980s whereby the State Government would provide a third of a community sport and recreation facility, the 
local government authority would provide a third and the local sports group would provide the other third.  So 
there has been a longstanding partnership between State and local government for the facilitation of sporting 
pursuits through sports facility development and I think everybody in Western Australia recognises it has been a 
very well received program.   

We indicated in the pre-election period that we would increase the amount of funding available to the 
Community Sport and Recreation Facilities Fund from something like $7.5 million or $7.75 million per annum 
to $9 million per annum.  So it was a $5 million commitment over four years which we have now honoured.  So 
at that level, in the physical facility level, there is a strong partnership already between State and local 
government.  In relation to the human resources side of it and how that partnership is working, I might ask 
Mr Alexander if he could give us some indication of some of the initiatives that are on foot in Western Australia. 

Mr ALEXANDER:  Local government is absolutely vital and we believe that local government put in something 
like $200 million a year in terms of different efforts between hard facilities and also programs that they do in 
partnership with the Department of Sport and Recreation and other providers.  It is absolutely critical.  I can go 
through a range of things.  Whether it is helping us in delivering child protection policies and those sorts of 
things, it is important to ensure that in the metro area the recreational branches in local government are across 
those and we provide some of those policies for everyone to use; not just local government, but sports and other 
clubs. 

On a regional basis we get certainly a lot of support from local government in many ways.  Being a relatively 
small department, we do rely on partnerships with many agencies, but local government, particularly in regional 
areas, gives great support.  As you know, they certainly are the glue that holds a lot of our communities together.  
Sport and recreation and the facilities provided through local government with, in many cases, the assistance of 
the State, are vital.  The CSRFF program is just one. 

In terms of the social policies and industry partnerships, currently the Premier's physical activity strategy is 
something that is just occurring, in looking at the value of physical activity and some of the problems with the 
increasing weight of our community.  Earlier in the year there was a study released which was a joint study 
between the health department, the University of WA and the Department of Sport and Recreation which showed 
just on 42 per cent of Western Australian adults are overweight.  The Notre Dame University released a study 
this year to show that comparing a 12-year-old in 1974 to a 12-year-old in 2000, a girl is just slightly under 
seven kilos heavier, slightly taller but seven kilos heavier, and a boy also slightly taller is just under five kilos 
heavier, so the Premier has a physical activity strategy which is, we think, going to Cabinet later on this month or 
early next month. 

The question asked and those two dot points relate to what we think is a really sleeping issue which everyone 
agrees with, but in terms of getting full community support to actually make some headway, the local 
government is an absolute key player. 

[8.40 pm] 
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Mr MARSHALL:  I had a question, but they are now two supplementaries.  Coming back to physical activity 
which was on the first page, 1123, it was an initiative of the previous Government and those figures quoted are 
well known, but I am interested in what progress has been made and have the school programs been changed so 
that phys ed and sport and fitness and more sports can be played in their ever-increasing educational curriculum?  
That is one.  That is the first supplementary. 

Mr CARPENTER:  Do you mean that the Premier's task force on physical activity was an initiative of the 
previous Government? 

Mr MARSHALL:  Physical fitness in youth was deteriorating and it was being investigated and planned that 
school programs be introduced.  Whether it was the previous Government or this Government, it is recognised 
that fitness levels are down at primary level and I am interested in what progress is being made and have the 
school programs been changed?  That was the big thing, to try and get the schools to get sports reintroduced, 
because it is very competitive now where you have a wide range of educational subjects as against sport and 
fitness.  That was one supplementary. 

Mr CARPENTER:  I will answer that one first, otherwise I will forget what it was.  In relation to your assertion, 
I am the minister for education and if there were some policy on foot in education to increase physical education 
activities, it has not been brought to my attention.  I did identify that that was a requirement and so what we did 
was to increase the funding available to the Sports Challenge Program which is run by Dr Gary Testar who is 
based at South Guildford Primary School.  He provides physical education programs for schools which are not 
the traditional two hours a week where you go off and play football and cricket, but they are physical education 
programs to increase the physical activity of children in schools. 

It incorporates the changed demographic of the teaching community which is that the old primary schools where 
75 per cent of the teachers were young men who could take physical education are gone and you have a 
completely changed demographic there now, so you need to be able to involve teachers who might not otherwise 
be inclined towards taking physical education.  It involves them in an educational program which incorporates 
physical activity.  That is the Sports Challenge Program.  We have allocated $500 000 over four years which is I 
think something like a tripling or doubling of his funding so that we can actually spread through more schools 
that which he has been able to do so far - this increase in physical activity and so on - and the Department of 
Sport and Recreation has been involved, I think, at some level in providing some funding to his program. 

The difficulty with trying to allocate specific blocks of time for phys ed delivery in the traditional way is, as the 
member said, there is a crowded curriculum now.  There are all sorts of different expectations on the students 
and so on, but we are progressing, hopefully, down a pathway that would allow increased physical activity 
among school children and a heightened awareness of the need to keep our children fitter. 

An example of another policy initiative that we have tried to adopt, and we are adopting in various locations 
around the State, is the one typified by the program that Gerard Neesham was running down at Clontarf.  It is 
outside the Government's school system, but he has a program down there to engage young Aboriginal men or 
boys in education through the lure of football, the football academy.  That program had reached the point where 
it was in need of some support funding and we involved ourselves there to provide him with some direct funding 
from three or four different Government departments - I think sport and recreation, the department of indigenous 
affairs, the department of education and various others - and also, going back to the member for Greenough's dot 
point 3 on page 1124 to involve industry in this partnership so that we encouraged Wesfarmers and a whole 
plethora of other companies - I do not want to name the wrong ones - to become involved in this program which 
will hopefully encourage more young Aboriginal people to stay involved in education. 

There are other examples of those sorts of things happening at Pingelly.  There is a program which the local 
community and the education department down there are trying with Nicky Winmar, the same sort of concept.  
The Smith Family and the Maguire Brothers are doing things out in the Balga area so there is some progress 
being made in trying to incorporate sports, physical education and increased physical activity into the school 
program, not only to improve the general fitness levels of children in the schools but to involve and engage 
children in education who might otherwise fall by the wayside. 

Mr MARSHALL:  Thank you, Minister.  That is very well explained.  I cannot wait to re-evaluate it next year to 
see how it is going because we need it.  I have a supplementary. 

Mr CARPENTER:  I will be very brief with this one.  What is it? 

Mr MARSHALL:  It is simply the industry partnership dot point that the member for Merredin talked about, and 
Skywest with their country education programs.  Is that still sound or will you renegotiate it or where do you 
stand with that if it falls over? 
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Mr CARPENTER:  As you would appreciate, this budget was put together earlier this year.  The Skywest issue 
has arisen out of clear blue sky in the last few weeks.  Obviously we will have to monitor that situation and see 
what happens with Skywest and what the viability of the company is and how that is going to impact upon its 
involvement in a range of educational  initiatives it has been involved in, also sport and recreation, but at the 
moment the situation is unclear so we have to wait to see how it plays out. 

Mr WATSON:  This is a supplementary on the Clontarf one.  Those boys are playing in Denmark tomorrow 
against the local teams.  Not only do we have a metropolitan area; there is a country area. 

Mr CARPENTER:  That group from the school? 

Mr WATSON:  Yes.  They are playing down there.  I know that a lot from our district go to watch them play so 
it is great, not only for the metropolitan area but for the region.   

Mr CARPENTER:  Yes.  That is a good question.  My response is: that is really good.   

The CHAIRMAN:  It was really more of a statement.   

Mr CARPENTER:  You should have said, "Isn't that right?"  It is a good point.  Clearly in Western Australia for 
a lot of Aboriginal children, boys and girls, there are significant educational issues and sport is one way of 
positively involving young Aboriginal children in education and we have to explore those ways.   

Mr WALDRON:  Minister, page 1127, dot point 6, I will refer you to the last few words there.  It refers to 
$250 000 for the country sport enrichment scheme which I must say is a fantastic scheme.  Who is responsible 
and how is the money allocated to the different sports?  Secondly, will local sports bodies be required from now 
on to meet 50 per cent of the costs of events that go out?  I can extend on that if you want me to.   

Mr CARPENTER:  Can I get Mr Alexander to answer that question?  He has the information at his fingertips. 

[8.50 pm] 

Mr ALEXANDER:  There are a number of things.  In terms of how it is allocated, part of the program is to get 
high-profile teams to the country.  Often they do not get a chance to get to the metropolitan area to see the likes 
of Perth Glory and these sorts of teams.  That is part of the idea in terms of taking elite sport to the country.  We 
get applications from the different sporting associations and we usually confine it to State sporting associations.  
I can give you some examples - no?   

Mr WALDRON:  That is okay.  I wondered how decisions were made and who made them. 

Mr ALEXANDER:  The decisions are made.  Applications are made to us.  Then we pass it through and put 
recommendations to the minister. 

Mr WALDRON:  Part two of the question concerns local sports bodies.  I do refer to my background in football 
here where we took these WAFL games to the country, and that was hugely successful.  I am told, maybe 
wrongly, that from this year the local sports body - for example, the local country football league - will have to 
meet 50 per cent of the costs of those games.  Is that true and, if it is, I would say that I can see that causing a lot 
of problems.  It could stop taking those games to the smaller centres, which you have done before, which have 
been so successful because part of the incentive is the financial benefit they get and the little centres would not 
be able to get those games.  You would see them all going to the Bunburys, Geraldtons etc.   

Mr CARPENTER:  I will get Ron Alexander to give his view but certainly nothing along those lines has ever 
been put to me.   

Mr WALDRON:  If it is not true, that is fine.  I guess I am making the point that if that was the case, it would be 
better to lessen the number of games you take and do them properly because I think there is more benefit for 
everybody.   

Mr CARPENTER:  It may have come up; it may have been put to the department.  It has never been put to me, 
that suggestion.   

Mr ALEXANDER:  One of the things we put to football is that it would be nice to have a contribution from 
football.  These are valuable for football as well.  There never has been the suggestion that the particular region, 
where it goes, has to put money into it but with some of these sorts of things, to try to make the dollar go further, 
if we can get a contribution from those who are able to make a contribution, then we can get more teams out, and 
get more teams out there for the dollar.   

Mr WALDRON:  My point there is be careful.  From experience, be careful in that because in getting more out, 
it might sort of kill the goose.  It might be better to do a lesser number but do them very well for the future.  That 
is my observation.     
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Mr CARPENTER:  Point taken.   

Mr WATSON:  Minister, on page 1124, $691 000 has been set aside for regional services.  What is this for and 
what were the involved consultants? 

Mr CARPENTER:  Can you direct me to where -  

Mr WATSON:  It is under "Major Policy Decisions", the second one down - regional services review.   

Mr CARPENTER:  The regional services review was a decision taken prior to the State election.   

Mr ALEXANDER:  What is happening is that in effect it is an upgrade of the department's regional service, a 
greater contribution going into the country in terms of regional managers.  They are now going to be more senior 
people.  There have been a number of changes in those roles already.  A number of extra staff have been 
appointed to regional areas; as well many of the office staff in the regional centres have been on a .5 basis.  What 
we are trying to do is to have some more significant employment in these offices because it has not been 
working that effectively.  It gives someone a full-time position in the office.  Some of them also get involved in 
program delivery.  You might have someone who has previously been the office manager answering the phones 
and performing accounting duties and those sorts of things on a .5 basis, and has gone up to a full-time basis.  
Regional services had a significant upgrade.   

Mr WATSON:  A supplementary, Madam Chair.  Will they have more responsibility and make their own 
decisions in their own areas, these people with the increased responsibility or increased level? 

Mr ALEXANDER:  It will be a mixture, depending on what decisions have to be made.  If they are committing 
the department to large sums of money, we would like to know about that.  It will be a range.  I think we have 
very good people in our regional service, whether it is from Kununurra through Karratha and Geraldton and 
Kalgoorlie, right through to Albany.  We do have good people there, and we expect them to take responsibility.  
People generally grow if they are given that responsibility.  Also we are well aware that in terms of people in the 
country they want to have a large say on what should happen there.  Sometimes we are not over-enamoured with 
what Canberra would ask us to do and I think that goes all the way. 

Ms RADISICH:  Minister, page 1127, "Major Initiatives 2001-02", dot point 1, with respect to the State facilities 
plan.  Over the last few months there has been quite a bit of discussion about the future of major sporting 
facilities in the State, in particular a soccer and Rugby stadium and redevelopment of Perth and Leederville 
ovals.  Personally I would argue and have argued to some extent that any such facilities should be located 
perhaps near the end of the Midland train line.  I know the Swan Chamber of Commerce would be quite 
supportive of that as well, not to mention local residents.  Nonetheless, I was wondering what effect the 
discussions to date will have on the state facilities plan, including our future funding commitments. 

Mr CARPENTER:  There is a State facilities plan which is in the final stages of preparation.  In fact I think at 
least in draft form it is due to be delivered up by the end of this month which is, I guess, within a week or so for 
us to have a look at.  I have not seen it yet so I am a bit reluctant to comment about what it may or may not 
contain, but clearly there are major issues in Western Australia and probably to some extent it is the biggest 
challenge now.  Apart from involving people more in physical activity the biggest challenge in this portfolio area 
is in facility provision.   

If we wound back the clock in Western Australia and started planning from scratch, we would have a vastly 
different landscape as far as facilities.  We have a very poor program really of having developed our facilities 
which is now creating all sorts of problems for us.  We do not have a major athletics facility for a start.  We do 
not have a soccer and Rugby stadium really.  So these issues need to be resolved.  We have been involved in 
discussions with all the interested parties over soccer and Rugby.  We have been involved with discussions with 
the City of Vincent in relation to an athletics facility.  We have been involved in some discussions with the Town 
of Cambridge over the possible replacement of Perry Lakes.   

I think it would be fair to say that we have been waiting for the provision of the State facilities plan but at the 
same time there is a momentum that has to be recognised in relation to these two critical areas in particular, not 
to mention baseball.  There is a development in train for baseball.  I would say that in the near future we are 
going to have to start making some decisions about these two major areas.  I do not want to be in a situation 
which the previous Government left us in which was basically it had done nothing for years and not addressed 
these issues at all.   

We committed in the election campaign to support the provision of a dedicated Rugby and soccer or soccer and 
Rugby stadium and we still will.  The Wellington Street option never eventuated obviously.  There is a funding 
allocation in the Tourism budget, I think it is, of $8 million which is earmarked for that kind of development.  In 
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this budget there is $1.5 million, I think it is, for facility development or stadium development which is also in 
there to be expended.  I am hopeful that we will be able to reach an agreeable position with the Town of 
Cambridge about an athletics facility, plus a replacement State basketball centre and a Rugby centre, a State 
league sort of venue.  Does that answer your question? 

[9.00 pm] 

Ms RADISICH:  Yes. 

Mr CARPENTER:  There is money in the Tourism budget, $8 million, as I said, earmarked for stadium 
development and in our budget in 2002-03 $1.5 million. 

Mr DUFFY:  It is $500 000 in 2002-03 and $1.5 million in 2003-04. 

Mr CARPENTER:  Yes, in total, $500 000, plus $1 million. 

Mr MARSHALL:  Is rowing a contentious issue about having their own international facility and maybe tennis?  
Minister, just following on from rowing, I had women's basketball.  I think you mentioned basketball.  Tennis - 
there might be an interest there if the Hopman Cup is to stay.  Maybe we can talk about that later on. 

Mr CARPENTER:  How much later on?  Shall we talk about it now? 

Mr MARSHALL:  Will we talk about that now, because it comes up later on in the list? 

Mr CARPENTER:  You asked specifically in relation to rowing.  The question of an international standard 
facility for rowing has been talked about but there is no concrete proposal that I am aware of that has come 
forward.  As I said, I have not seen the State facilities plan.  I am assuming that that would be one of the areas 
that would have been looked at in that, but there is no provision in the budget for a rowing facility. 

Mr MARSHALL:  That State facilities plan is about a couple of weeks off. 

Mr CARPENTER:  That is my understanding, yes. 

Mr EDWARDS:  Minister, page 1124.  Again I refer to priority and assurance dividends which the minister calls 
a saving and I call a reduction.  Could the minister explain and give me some details on the $594 000, thank 
you? 

Mr CARPENTER:  I will get Mr Duffy to do that for you. 

Mr DUFFY:  The priority dividend in the first instance was $394 000 which was subsequently reinstated.  
Reading further down on page 1124, the $594 000 was the total dividend required and it was reinstated as 
$392 000, increased funding for loss of external grants from ASC, so our net reduction was about $200 000 and 
largely that was internally focused.  We needed to look at a technology replacement program.  We extended our 
technology replacement program.  We looked at smarter ways of software licensing and that was developing 
database tools that we owned ourselves rather than buying third party software.   

We looked at a range of decisions about not proceeding with some internal planning support mechanisms and 
sticking with our existing arrangements.  We have looked at a range of efficiencies in terms of how we advertise 
positions.  We look at smaller job advertisements.  We look across the board in a range of mostly internally 
focused expenditure areas.  In terms of program delivery, I guess building on the resources that have been 
provided through the regional services program.  We have looked at how we delivered programs in regional 
areas and how we were doing it in the past in terms of reducing travel and better using our regional infrastructure 
to deliver those programs. 

Mr CARPENTER:  Could I just make a point about that?  It seems like a very long time ago that we went 
through this process of the priority and assurance dividend.  I will be subject to correction here, but the whole 
idea was that we had to analyse the efficiencies of Government and we had to look at the way bureaucracy was 
absorbing the money for the actual running of the departments themselves rather than the service delivery areas.  
We had some figures imposed upon us by the Treasurer for targets that we should meet in reducing the 
operational expenditure of the departments.  Sport and Recreation did that but it was recognised that Sport and 
Recreation had also undergone fair significant cuts in previous years and also there was this impact of the change 
in the ASC.  There was an impact from the ASC flow -ons.   

Those reductions were made but they never affected service delivery.  They helped to streamline the running of 
the department.  If we have a look at 1123 and just cast our eyes down the column of figures, you will actually 
see that sport and recreation funding has been increased very considerably, so what we have managed to do is on 
the one hand reduce the internal operational expenses of the department whilst on the other hand significantly 
increase the amount of money that is going towards programs. 
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As I have said, there is that increase in the CSRFF funding, there is the other recurrent expenditure and I think a 
large lump of that was related to a facility in the south west, but the percentage increase in funding for sport and 
recreation is actually enormous.  Far from being a cut, I think the people in the department should be 
congratulated for having embraced the concept of having to be more efficient internally and doing all those 
things, meeting all those requirements, but at the same time not only not reducing service delivery and support to 
the community, but actually increasing them.  By "the people in the department" of course I mean people here 
and also the State Government because we provided the money. 

Mr WALDRON:  Page 1128, under output 2 and at the very bottom of that, "Appropriation for purchase of 
output 2", and I think it probably leads on, Minister, from what you have just been talking about and I may not 
quite understand these figures but it appears there that there is a difference from 2000-01 to 2001-02 of about 
$2.279 million, and that is in people development and sport and recreation.  I know there are reasons given there.  
I just do not quite understand that and I just wondered whether you could explain that, and is that actually going 
to see people such as that are ministered there, like the coaches, officials, administrators and volunteers, being 
reduced in what they can deliver to sport, or am I misreading that, Minister? 

Mr CARPENTER:  My understanding is that there is additional funding for sports club development programs 
and so on.  I had better get Mr Duffy to explain that. 

Mr WALDRON:  Yes, I was not quite sure.  That is why I have asked the question. 

Mr DUFFY:  In the first instance the most significant differential in the figures is that money that has previously 
come in through Commonwealth grants, such as through ATSIC funding or through the Australian Sports 
Commission funding, because agreements are not signed at the time of the estimates, and the figures related to 
those cannot be put into the estimates and hence that is why even if you go back to the budget for 2000-01, it is 
$110 000 and the figure for actual is $1.5 million.  In addition to that, during 2000-01 an additional $400 000 
was negotiated with the health department to give effect to the cross-government physical activity strategy.  
They are probably the three main reasons for the differential. 

[9.10 pm] 

Mr WALDRON:  That is fine.  Thank you.  Just a supplementary quickly.  Under "Adjustments", and it explains 
it there, the adjustment sees a huge difference.  Can you just explain that for me? 

Mr DUFFY:  What has occurred through the emergence of the agency over the past two or three years - the 
agency went through a fairly significant review in 1998 and as a consequence of that review, a new 
organisational infrastructure was put in place and a new program structure was put in place.  With that new 
program structure, last year's estimates were the first lot of estimates based on that new organisation structure 
and over the course of the past 12 or 18 months we have refined what we are doing as an organisation.  What 
you will find is there has been a corresponding increase in the other output, so we have realised that we are 
spending that much effort on organisational development and resources that we have previously allocated in 
people development are really spending more time with the organisational development programs. 

Mr WALDRON:  The people such as the coaches, officials, administrators and volunteers, they are not going to 
suffer? 

Mr DUFFY:  There has been absolutely no reduction in program.  

Mr WALDRON:  Thank you. 

Mr MARSHALL:  Minister, page 1124 and going through these major policy decisions, the assistance to Little 
Athletics, $50 000, that is great, but who controls this money and how is it distributed to the various clubs 
around the State?  I have been asked to ask you:  there is supposedly to be a strong commitment to the northern 
suburbs and is that going to happen? 

Mr CARPENTER:  What was that last part? 

Mr MARSHALL:  There was supposedly to be a strong contribution to the northern suburbs.  I do not know the 
Little Athletics system up there, whether that was a promise or not, but I was asked to ask the question to you. 

Mr CARPENTER:  I am not aware of that last element that you are talking about.  I will investigate that though.  
I will get Mr Alexander to answer in detail but my understanding of this funding arrangement for the Little 
Athletics Association - and bearing in mind that I was not the shadow minister, it was Mark McGowan - but 
there has been a longstanding issue in the relationship between Little Athletics and Athletica, as it is now, and 
not a very good relationship from all accounts.  There was an attempt made to structure a funding arrangement 
which would drag them together, which is provide this money to Little Athletics via Athletica.  I would have to 
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say that that attempt at a rapprochement probably has not come to fruition as yet, there are some discussions still 
to be held, so the disbursement of that fund I am assuming in the absence of that final agreement will be directed 
- it may be post boxed Athletica but it will be directed to Little Athletics for their disbursement.  Would I be 
correct? 

Mr ALEXANDER:  That is right.  The minister has to finally sign off on when there is a program put forward, 
and currently I might say that Athletica and Little Aths are talking to each other. 

Mr MARSHALL:  Good. 

Mr ALEXANDER:  I think the relationships are improving.  I think they are both going forward in a fairly 
sensible manner.  In any of these sorts of things there has to be a little bit of give and take.  Shortly coming to the 
minister will be a program for which they are going to be working together and it is looking like it will be youth, 
that group that are just in between the Little Aths and the senior aths, to try and ensure some flow-on. 

Mr MARSHALL:  That distribution amongst all the clubs, Little Aths will control that or Athletica?  $50 000 is 
a lot of money for that group all at once.  I am just wondering if it will be handled in the right manner. 

Mr ALEXANDER:  What has been developed is a comprehensive program and, as I said, the minister will have 
to tick off on that money but then it will go through Athletica to the Little Athletics Association.  They will 
manage then the money which goes out.  It is a partnership between Athletica and Little Aths. 

Mr EDWARDS:  Minister, I think you may have answered this so if you have, please do not extend it.  At 
page 1129, dot point 2 under "Major Initiatives", in relation to the regional review resulting in improved services 
to country areas, and I think you did cover it but I was just going to ask what improved services to country areas, 
but I think your CEO answered that to the member for Albany, so I think it has been covered unless there is 
further that you may want to add to that. 

Mr ALEXANDER:  The only further bit I would add is that some of the positions are yet to be filled.  The 
regional manager positions have been filled and we have filled some of the office positions.  Some of the in-
between positions are on advertisement now. 

Mr MARSHALL:  1124 again.  I just want to run through a couple of these major policy decisions, Minister.  
The CSRFF, well done with the extra money that you have allocated.  I am interested to know, will there be any 
change to the application assessments, the way it was done previously?  Will there be changes to that application 
form, and (2) has the independent panel been changed as to who really assesses all the applications when they 
come in? 

Mr CARPENTER:  In relation to your first question, the answer to that is yes.  At the moment, as I said earlier, it 
is a one-third, one-third, one-third contribution, State, local government, community group.  What we did 
recognise in opposition was that there are some local government authorities and some community groups which 
have a great deal of difficulty raising that two-thirds component, so we said that a portion of the CSRFF funding 
would be available on a fifty-fifty basis.  Because of the timing, because of the budget timing and the timing of 
the applications for the current round, we have not been able to extend that fifty-fifty component change into this 
round of funding, but from now on our intention will be that for that additional amount of funding, and I think it 
is $1 and a half million of that $9 million, will be available for a fifth-fifty split rather than a one-third, one-third, 
one-third. 

The entire $9 million will not be available for a fifty-fifty split, but the additional funding that we have put in, 
that is, $1.25 million, will be available on a fifty-fifty basis rather than the one-third, one-third, one-third basis to 
accommodate the needs of those very small shires with little revenue base. 

Mr MARSHALL:  When the applications come in, the second supplementary? 

Mr CARPENTER:  The second question.  Can I refer that to Mr Alexander? 

Mr MARSHALL:  Yes.  Which panel really assesses whether they are a priority need and who gets the money? 

Mr ALEXANDER:  The process is that there has in the past been a panel and currently that is under review for 
the minister to make a decision on whether he wishes to continue with the exact panel or whether there will be 
some different faces. 

Mr CARPENTER:  The member would be pleased to know that I do not want to introduce politics into the way 
that fund is disbursed.  I do not even know who is on the panel.  I am quite happy to accept their 
recommendations and I would not get into a situation, hypothetically for example, where I decide that I am going 
to readjust the recommendations of the board or that I am going to have my own priority list and I will hive off 
the amount of money that I require for that list from the CSRFF fund. 
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Mr MARSHALL:  I would not expect it any other way from you. 

Mr CARPENTER:  That is good, because I think if the member investigates recent history, he might see traces 
of that approach and he will be not be seeing it under this Government. 

Mr MARSHALL:  I just need a bit of clarification.  I am not trying to be a smarty, here, Minister, but is the 
sports club development scheme the new one?  I just want to ask if the minister could explain its function, how 
he is going to get it up and going and who is going to be in charge.  I know the ministry of sport will run it 
probably, but do they have a person who is going to pick that one up? 

Mr CARPENTER:  I will get Mr Alexander to put a bit more of the fine point to it, but in broad brush terms the 
idea there was that obviously all sports clubs have mainly volunteer administrators and people who hold the club 
up and what we were trying to do was to provide some professional development so that the volunteers who run 
those sports clubs would be able to access some training and some expertise in how to go about their task 
efficiently without getting into problems, because there are some problems that they can come into, financial 
responsibilities and so on, which many volunteers are completely unaware of, so that was the main thrust of that.  
Again I have not actually picked out sports club A from Wyalkatchem and say, "Here you go."  I am basically 
leaving the administration of that funding to the department, which I think is the way to do it. 

Mr MARSHALL:  Who is going to be in charge of that project in your department?  Who are you going to 
delegate to? 

[9.20 am] 

Mr ALEXANDER:  What we have in mind is a comprehensive club development schemes and we are doing 
things like boosting education and training opportunities to volunteers in clubs, providing the schools with more 
basic information.  There are going to be more courses statewide.  There are going to be better trained presenters.  
We are introducing two new training programs, one for valuing volunteers and one for special development for 
volunteer directors of sporting clubs to try and ensure the better running and governance of those clubs.   

There is going to be improved access to free online resources, including policies on education and training, 
volunteers, child protection and risk management.  Those sorts of things will be available to clubs shortly.  We 
are reviewing and upgrading our existing resources.  We are publishing, as I said, most of those resources online 
and we are introducing online training and education for remote communities, so there are certainly going to be 
some significant things happening.  There is a number of other things that I can inform the member if he would 
like me to continue. 
Mr WALDRON:  Does that replace what was known as the VIP program or is that a separate program? 

Mr ALEXANDER:  No.  The VIP program is still there.  This is a separate initiative. 
Mr WALDRON:  That is excellent. 
Mr CARPENTER:  This is an election commitment, so it is additional funding. 
Mr WALDRON:  Yes. 

Mr CARPENTER:  I think the member for Wagin would appreciate, and so would the member for Dawesville, 
the ramifications that can befall volunteers taking over the administration of sports clubs that they might not 
consider.  It actually deters some people from getting involved. 

Mr WALDRON:  Yes.  I think it is an excellent initiative. 

The CHAIRMAN:  Members, any further questions? 
Mr MARSHALL:  I have a couple, just a couple of clarifications. 
Mr CARPENTER:  Fred Stolle, 1964. 
Mr MARSHALL:  Minister, I am just getting my own back for the last eight years.  1127, the second-last dot 
point of that page, "Undertake regional aquatic audits."  I am just interested.  What is the reason you are doing 
that?  Is it because a lot of our aquatic centres are outdated, a little tired, over-used for some, and there is a whole 
new theme for aquatic sports presentations.  Is that why the minister is doing that or is there another reason? 

Mr CARPENTER:  I will get Mr Alexander again to give the member a bit more detail, but just to give the 
general idea there, what we have now is, on the horizon where the sky should be blue we have some very dark 
storm clouds gathering in relation to regional aquatic facilities and as the member for Wagin would know, 
innumerable small country towns, predominantly those through the wheatbelt areas, in the 1960s or thereabouts 
got swimming pools, 50-metre swimming pools, and they all at once seem to be reaching an age where there are 
some real maintenance problems emerging.  It has come to light in particular in the last couple of years, but 
Cunderdin is a prime example where the Cunderdin pool was determined to need some upgrade and once the 
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work started on it, the cost blew out enormously because it was realised that the faults or the problems with the 
pool were far more serious than had been imagined. 

The same sort of issue is happening, as I said, in a number of other regional centres and these are very expensive 
operations to fix these up.  We need to get a handle on what is going to happen here, so that is what the audit is 
all about, to find out what the situation is with these pools, what the level of maintenance has been, what the 
capacity is of the local government authorities to upgrade them or not and to find out what looming costs we are 
facing. 

Mr MARSHALL:  I do not need any more on that.  I just agree with the minister.  It is a big project.  Now I have 
one more question at page 1129, the last dot point.  I have some others, but I will not mention them.  It is to 
maintain the indigenous sport program as a priority commitment.  The minister has already mentioned a few of 
them that are going on, but I am just interested to know is that being run out of the Ministry of Sport and 
Recreation office, who is in charge, what major initiatives does the minister have in view for that area. 

Mr CARPENTER:  I am glad the member has asked that question because it gives us, or me I suppose, but I will 
get Mr Alexander to do it, the opportunity to pay tribute to the people who are involved in this indigenous sports 
program.  We see it come to fruition in various guises, in partnership with Rio Tinto who are doing fantastic 
work around the Aboriginal communities in sport and recreation.  We see the annual game that is played at 
Subiaco Oval.  There are people in the department - Leon van Erp - who are doing enormous amounts of positive 
work with indigenous people all over Western Australia via the department and they should be congratulated for 
what they do.  I will get Mr Alexander to give a little bit more detail about the nature of the program and some of 
the other people involved. 

Mr ALEXANDER:  We have throughout regional Western Australia nine development officers from the 
Kimberley right through the Western Desert area.  We have Leon van Erp and Clem Rodney in Perth who are 
running the program and they are working particularly well.  As the minister has mentioned, through people like 
Bruce Larsen from Rio Tinto we get good corporate support from a number of groups and they concentrate on 
education and training, providing opportunity and on the elite side bringing people to Perth.  So there is a 
comprehensive sport program that is run right across Western Australia.  It is very valuable and the people are 
very committed.  I know often public service people - there are all sorts of community thoughts and comments 
about them but these people work long and hard and do a very good job. 

Mr MARSHALL:  That is good. 

Mr WALDRON:  Could I also add there Mr Alan Bishop and the Garnduwa organisation in the Kimberley and 
the role that they play?  Would you agree with me there? 

Mr ALEXANDER:  Yes, I do.  

Mr WALDRON:  He plays a fantastic role in the Kimberley in the Garnduwa organisation up there through quite 
a few sports there, especially the social role that goes with that is very important. 

Mr ALEXANDER:  We have a range of people in the Perth office; Tina Colbung does a fabulous job, Peter Hill 
in Bunbury, Errol McGrath in Kalgoorlie, Craig Hoyer and Andrew McGovern in the Western Desert.  We have 
a range of people who are really committed and doing a very good job. 

The CHAIRMAN:  Further questions, members?  The question is that in respect to division 65 appropriation be 
recommended.  The question, members, is that in respect to division 66 appropriation be recommended. 
 


